4                 EDUCATION   IN   FASCIST   ITALY
education was affirmed more strongly than it had ever been
under the Savoy monarchy, and the power of the Jesuits was
restricted, while other religious institutions, such as the Fratelli
dette Scuole Cristiane, were given support in their educational
apostolate to the poor; teaching in the universities was partly
modernized, and the doctrines developed in the eighteenth
century were admitted in their own right. In 1848 a real code
of education was promulgated in Turin for the Kingdom of
Sardinia.
A man who had no direct part in the new legislation, but had
a great influence in the revival of education, was Ferrante
Aporti (1791-1858). He was a Lombard; in Cremona he
directed the higher elementary school for nearly thirty years,
having been appointed by the Austrian Government. His
interest, however, lay mainly with elementary education (i.e.,
up to the age of six). It seemed to him a mistake that the Infant
Schools should be considered as places of refuge, resembling a
kind of hospital. An English book, On the Importance of Educat-
ing the Infant Children (1824), which he knew in a German
translation, helped him to find the means of realizing his dreams.
After the first Infant Schools (Scuola Infantile) founded in
Cremona in 1829, many others followed in Lombardy and Pied-
mont. He wrote several handbooks for educationists, and in
1844 secured the founding in Turin of the first Training Schools
(Scuola di Metodo) for a three-month training course for
teachers. From his work are derived a great number of the
existing asili, although the methods he applied were largely
superseded by more modern ones. In 1839 a Societd degli asili
was started in Turin by a committee in which the most prominent
members were Cavour and Carlo Boncompagni di Mombello
(1804-80). Among the pupils of Ferrante Aporti was Giovanni
Antonio Rayneri (1810-67), author of several works on pedagogics
inspired by the philosophy of Rosmini, and headmaster of two
Training Schools. Angelo Fava, a Venetian, who fled the Austrian
domination and became a general director of the Training
Schools and elementary schools in the Sardinian States was also
closely connected with Aporti's movement. A certain influence
in education was due to Giacinto Mompiani (1785-1855) who
introduced Joseph Lancaster's method of pupil-teacher education
into Lombardy, and had followers in Piedmont also. Cesare
Balbo (1789-1853), apart from his importance as a historian,
as moral head of the neo-guelfiy and'as one of the spiritual fathers
of new Italy, had a special title to be a collaborator in the legisla-
tive work regarding education; he had definite views on this
subject; in 1832 he had written Ueducazione dellaprima infanzia